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‘Natural History of the Subantarctic — 
Marion and Prince Edward Islands”’ 


March 13, 2&7:30pm 


Boot Rock from Marion Island 


In the vastness of the Southern 
Oceans, between Antarctica and 
Africa, are situated many small vol- 
canic islands in a region known as 
the subantarctic. These islands are 
surrounded by enormous ex- 
panses of water and are extremely 
isolated. Marion and Prince Ed- 
ward Islands are neighboring 
oceanic islands situated 1000 miles 
southeast of Africa and 1300 miles 
north of Antarctica. Special fea- 
tures of climate, geology, flora and 
fauna combine to make these is- 
lands uniquely subantarctic. The 
islands are havens for wildlife, and 
several species of sea birds and 
marine mammals breed in huge 
numbers. Living in these areas are 
four kinds of penguin, four spe- 
cies of albatross, as well as 
southern elephant seals and two 
species of fur seals. One of the lar- 
gest breeding colonies of King 
Penguins is found on Marion 
Island. 


G.C. Williams 


March 14, 7:30pm 


Dr. Gary Williams, a marine bi- 
ologist in the Academy’s Inver- 
tebrate Zoology Department, 
conducted research in the suban- 
tarctic for several years. He 
worked on the classification and 
distribution of the marine fauna in 
southern Africa, and was also part 
of a biological and geological sur- 
vey of Marion Island. Join us fora 
special exploration of this little- 
known realm. There will be no 
Members’ Meetings next month. 
Members’ Open House will be 
April 17th and 18th, from 6-9 pm. 


G.C. Williams 


King Penguin on Marion Island 


Science Fair 
March 22-27 


eS 


Kevin Gong’s project was chosen 
to go on to the National Science Fair 
where he won the NASA Internation- 
al Award 


The 38th annual San Francisco 
Bay Area Science Fair will be held 
in the Academy’s African Hall, 
African Annex and Wattis Hall of 
Human Cultures, March 22-27. 
These halls will be closed for 
Science Fair judging on March 21. 
The award ceremony will take 
place on March 23 from 10 am to 
noon. 

Last year’s competition had 
entries from over 350 students 
from eight counties. The age group 
spans seventh grade through 
twelfth grade, and entries are sub- 
mitted from public, private and 
parochial schools. The aim of the 
Fair is to promote interest in 
science studies and to encourage 
competitive effort and original 
thinking. The Science Fair has 
become a valuable community 
project, and the Academy is proud 
to have a major role. 


Young Audiences 
Sunday, March 24, 1 pm 


One Sunday each month, Young 
Audiences presents a thrilling ser- 
ies of programs for children in the 
Academy’s Morrison Auditorium. 
This month, the Berkeley 
Shakespeare Festival provides 
youngsters with a unique look at 
Shakespeare. The character of 
Shakespeare is convinced by ac- 
tors from the year 2000 to become 
the official playwright of the 21st 
century. Scenes from Romeo & 
Juliet, Taming of the Shrew and A 
Midsummer's Night Dream are in- 
cluded. 


Enjoy the Collections of the Academy 
at the Members’ Open House on April 
17th and 18th, 6 to 9 pm. 


Lecture Series 
“Exploring 
the Universe’ 


The Galileo spacecraft began its 
six-year voyage to the planet 
Jupiter in 1989. It’s initial trajecto- 
ry has taken it past Venus and 
Earth to obtain the gravity-assists 
needed to propel the spacecraft to 
this distant planet, half a billion 
miles from the sun. These flybys 
have provided new views of Earth 
new data about the surface of the 
far side of the moon, and revealed 
new information about the sulfur- 
ic acid cloud layer and deep at- 
mosphere of Venus. 

On March 19 at 7:30 pm, Morri- 
son Planetarium presents Dr. Jim 
Pollack, Senior Space Research 
Scientist at NASA Ames Research 
Center, and 1990 recipient of the 
Sherman Fairchild Distinguished 
Scholar Award at the California 
Institute of Technology. An inter- 
disciplinary scientist for the 


Galileo image of Venus 


Galileo probe, Dr. Pollack will 
describe the Galileo mission and 
show recently obtained images. 


Other programs in this series 
are: 


April 16 — “COBE: Observing the 
Early Universe” 


May 14 — “Probing the Universe 
with the Hubble Space Telescope” 


Tickets are $2.00 at the door ona 
standby, first-come, first-served 
basis. For ticket information, 
please call the “Wiaiverse” line at 
(415) 750-7129. 


Susan Middleton, CAS 


Traditional Arts 


Learn about cultures from around 
the world with the Academy’s 
Traditional Arts Program every 
Saturday at 1 pm in Wattis Hall or 
Morrison Auditorium. These pro- 
grams are made possible by a gift 
from the Paul L. and Phyllis Wattis 
Foundation and are free after 
general admission. Call 750-7145 
for more information. 


March 2 — Gifted with a fine 
tenor voice, Jimmy Wright 
presents an historical overview of 
Scottish songs, including those of 
Robbie Burns. 


March 9 — Stas Wisniach per- 
forms a medley of lively polkas 
and other foot-tapping Polish 
tunes on the accordion. 


March 16 — In honor of St. 
Patrick’s Day, Mike Lucey plays Ir- 
ish reels and jigs from County 
Cork where he was born. Mike is 
joined by his daughters Michelle 
and Erin, on flute and fiddle, who 
also provide a little traditional 
step-dancing. 


March 23 — Russom Mesfun 
demonstrates the diverse dancing 
styles of Eritrea, situated in the 
Horn of Africa. He explains 
regional differences between the 
Lowlands and Highlands, and 
between the Muslim and Christian 
populations. 


March 30 — Marcus Moskoff and 
Ensemble entertain us with a pro- 
gram Of Bulgarian music on a vari- 
ety of folk instruments. Marcus 
plays the gadulka (violin), accom- 
panied by Bill Cope on the tam- 
bura (lute), Karen Guggenheim on 
the gaida (bagpipes), and Victor 
Robin on the kava (flute). 


Gift of a Lifetime 


Grace Curtis loved the outdoors 
and spent her vacations in the 
Sierras, hiking its remote trails. 
She was a naturalist and writer, 
and she loved the Academy. For 
many years, she volunteered in the 
Public Information Office and also 
went on several Academy trips. 

When Mrs. Curtis died last year, 
she left her emiure estate to tlie 
Academy, including her beautiful 
Sonoma home. In accordance 
with her wishes, her bequest of 
$1,500,000 will provide unrestrict- 
ed support for vital research and 
education at the Academy. 

The Academy is deeply grateful 
for this extraordinary generosity. 
Her gift will benefit the lives of fu- 
ture generations. 

We encourage bequests of 
homes — particularly those in the 
Bay Area — as such bequests al- 
low us to offer homes to Academy 
scientists at reasonable rentals. 
This allows us to continue to at- 
tract the very best scientists. 


Including the Academy in your 
will is a visionary way to help 
keep us in the forefront of educa- 
tion and research in natural histo- 
ry in perpetuity. It also affords you 
recognition in the prestigious East- 
wood Associates. Please contact 
the Development Office at 
750-7216 for further information. 


Volunteers Needed for Pepperwood 


This spring well be combining 
work with wildflowers at the 
Academy’s Pepperwood Ranch 
Natural Preserve. Two volunteer 
work days are scheduled during 
the peak of the spring bloom, 
Saturday, March 23 and Saturday, 
April 20. We will be cleaning up 
the preserve by removing dead 


fences, pulling old pipes out of 
creek beds and cutting brush 
along trails and roads. The work is 
light and the company congenial. 
Each work day will be followed 
by a potluck dinner. For more in- 
formation and to sign up, contact 
Rosalind Henning at Volunteer 
Services, 750-7154. 


Aquarium Exhibits 


Mahi Mahi 
On Display 


Susan Middleton, CAS 


Mahi Mahi on display at the 
Steinhart Aquarium 


For the first time in its history, the 
Academy’s Steinhart Aquarium has 
a pair of live Mahi Mahi, or dol- 
phin fish, on display. Raised from 
larvae that was air-shipped from 
Hawaii, these fish grow exception- 
ally fast. They become mature at 
six months and spawn every day 
during their adult lives of up to 
four years. 


Academy Ball 
e “¢ 


Seashore 
Serenade 


Get into the “swim” of things at 
“Seashore Serenade.” The sixth an- 
nual Academy Ball will be held 
throughout the Academy on 
Thursday, April 11 from 6:30 pm 
to midnight. Join us for a fun- 
filled evening of dining and danc- 
ing with entertainment by Maima 
Te’o and her Polynesian Dance 
Troup, the Harlan Watkins Jazz 
Quartet, oysters by Swan's, tropi- 
cal drinks by Trader Vic’s and 
more. Our major sponsor this year 
is Gump’s, and the evening is 
chaired by Mrs. William J. Hume. 
Proceeds from “Seashore 
Serenade” will help support the 
new “Biodiversity Resource 
Center.” To reserve your tickets, 
which start at $200 per person, 
please call, ‘““Three in San Fran- 
cisco, Inc.” at (415) 296-7958. 


Annual Report 


The annual report is now available 
to our members. For your copy, 
please write “Annual Report,’ 
Membership Office, California 
Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, CA 94118; or 
telephone 750-7111. This year’s 
introduction by Paul Ehrlich, sets 
the stage for an essay regarding 

the Academy’s mission as a conser- 
vator of our natural environment, 
and recognizes the hundreds of 
people that make our efforts 
possible. 


Research 


A strong contingent of the Acade- 
my’s Botany Department recently 
traveled to the Amistad Biosphere 
Resefve in Costa’ Rica, site’of thie 
cooperative venture between the 
Academy and the Center for Con- 
servation Biology at Stanford 
University. Dr. Frank Almeda, 
Senior Curator of Botany, Dr. Tom 
Daniel, Chairman and Associate 
Curator of Botany, and Bruce Bar- 
tholomew, Botany Collections 
Manager, surveyed botanical 
habitats along a new trail system at 
the Reserve. They collected and 
identified potential indicator spe- 
cies for future monitoring of en- 
vironmental change in the 
Reserve. 
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City Arts & Lectures, Inc. 


Sydney Goldstein, Director 
presents 


California Academy of Sciences 


Conversations at the Herbst Theatre 
1991 


All Programs at 8PM 


Thursday BARRY LOPEZ 
March 7 Arctic Dreams; Of Wolves & Men; Crow & Weasel 
In Conversation with Jerry Kay 


Thursday = PETER MATTHIESSEN 

March 21 Far Tortuga; At Play in the Fields of the Lord; 
The Snow Leopard 
In Conversation with Sedge Thomson 


Wednesday DIANE ACKERMAN 
May 15 A Natural History of the Senses 
In Conversation with Sedge Thomson 


Thursday PAUL EHRLICH 
May 23 The Population Explosion; New World, New Mind 
In Conversation with Wendy Tokuda 


This series is made possible by grants from 
The Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund and 
The MacDonnell Foundation 


For Ticket Information Call (415) 552-3656 


Ticket Order Form — ‘‘Conversations’’ 


Daytime phone 
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Series Tickets: 
CAS Members Series $44___. Non-members Series $48____ 


Mail check (payable to Performing Arts Ticket Service) or credit card number 


with self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 

Performing Arts Ticket Service lieket Fee 

1182 Market Street Contribution 

Room 216 Handling Chg. $2.00 
San Francisco, CA 94102 Total Enclosed 


California Academy of Sciences 


and 


Oceanic Society Expeditions 


Announce 


Three Adventure Expeditions 


New to the Academy Travel Program 


7-8 days, to fit your busy schedule 


Lower cost per day 


Comfortable but not luxurious accommodations 


For the adventuresome traveler 


California 


Amazon Odyssey 
July 20 through July 27 


Maximum 14 participants 


Penetrate the world of the Amazon on this eight-day expedition aboard the 68-foot Marguerita, cruising the upper 
Amazon and Ucayali Rivers. Our destination is the Pacaya-Samiria National Reserve, the largest nature reserve in Peru. 
Small launches used for excursions offer excellent bird watching. On nature walks we will learn about rain forest 
ecology from resident naturalists. A highlight will be observation of lively pink freshwater dolphins. 

$1090.00 Cruise only. 


New England Coast 
August 11 through August 17 


Maximum 30 participants 


This one week adventure will take us in search of majestic humpback and fin whales as they congregate and feed in 
the nutrient rich waters off the New England coast. Sighting these magnificent giants is an unforgettable experience. 
The trip combines the thrill of voyaging under sail with whale watching and exploration of historic coastal towns. 
Accommodations and travel will be aboard the 95-foot schooner Harvey Gamage. 

$695.00 Cruise only. 


Bahamas: Project Dolphin 
August 24 through August 31 


Maximum 8 participants 


Join researchers aboard the 70-foot schooner Jennifer Marie to study pods of free-ranging dolphins on a shallow 
bank in the Bahamas. Snorkeling with the dolphins, we will collect information on their communication systems and 
habitat requirements using video and acoustic recording equipment. Our first priority is for the welfare of the dolphins 
— we follow guidelines set up to protect them and our research techniques will be benign. (The opportunity to snorkel 
with dolphins will depend upon participants’ health and fitness, open-sea swimming ability and familiarity with snor- 
kel gear.) 

$1300.00 Cruise only. 


Yes, I want to find out more about the California Academy of Sciences and Oceanic Society Expeditions co-sponsored 
adventure trips. Please send me detailed itineraries on the following trips. 


1] Amazon Odyssey C1 Bahamas: Project Dolphin 
July 20 - 27 August 24 - 31 


LJ New England Coast 
August 11 - 17 


Have you travelled with the California Academy of Sciences previously? no 


Mailto: California Academy of Sciences 
Golden Gate Park 
San Francisco, California 94118-4599 
Attention: Travel Department 


Or call: (415) 750-7222 


My name and address: 


Name 


Street 


City 


Adult Education 


The new Spring schedule of Adult 
Education classes offers an impres- 
sive variety of natural history 
courses and field trips. Here is a 
sample of some courses which 
still have openings: 


Sex and Courtship in the Animal 
Kingdom 


The fascinating courtship rituals 
and elusive sex lives of animals 
have often been omitted from the 
general biology course. Here’s an 
Opportunity to peer into the in- 
triguing details of how squid, por- 
cupines, rhinos, whales and many 
others “do it.” A refreshing and 
lighthearted approach assists us in 
understanding important biologi- 
cal principles. 

April 25—May 9 (3 Thursdays), 
7-9 pm. Cost $35 members/$45 
non-members. 


Easter in the Mojave 


Join us for acres of desert solitude 
with wildflowers blooming in 
more vibrant colors than you can 
imagine. We'll spend at least a full 
day in three different desert 


Printed on recycled paper. 


habitats, all in close proximity 
with a minimum of driving anda 
maximum of variety. We will be 
car camping, and participants will 
need their own camping gear. This 
is a moderate trip, suitable for any- 
one with some hiking experience. 

Pre-trip meeting: March 14. 
Field trip: March 23-28. Cost: $150 
members/ $175 non-members. (In- 
cludes extensive instruction only. 
Does not include transportation, 
food, or camping gear.) 


The Death of the Universe 


Is doomsday close at hand? While 
the future of the universe may be 
uncertain, its ultimate death or 
destruction is not. In this course, 
we will look at what will happen 
to Earth when our sun runs out of 
fuel, as well as the possibility of 
astronomical catastrophe on a 
much shorter time scale. 

March 14 and 21, 7-9 pm. Cost: 
$20 members/$25 non-members. 


For more information about these 
and other courses and field trips, 
please call the Adult Education 
Office at 750-7100. 


Sky Show 
‘““The Force’ 


There is a force permeating the 
universe which holds the galaxies 
together, keeps the planets spin- 
ning around the sun, prompts the 
birth of stars, and creates the bi- 
zarre products of their deaths. 
What are the secrets of this mys- 
terious force which causes the 
ocean tides and makes possible 
the Pioneer and Voyager missions 
to the edge of the solar system? 

Opening Marel ists Phe Force” 
will run through June 9th. Mem- 
bers need to redeem their passes 
for tickets at the Planetarium Box 
Office. For more information, call 
750-7141. 


Free First 


Wednesday 
March 6, 5-8 pm 


The Academy honors the opening 
of the new exhibit, “The Vanish- 
ing Desert: California’s Threatened 
Habitat,’ with an evening of spe- 
cial activities for the whole family. 
Enjoy traditional folk and blue- 
grass music by Jody Stecher and 
Kate Brislin at the “Wet Your 
Whistle Cafe.’ Get close to some 
desert reptiles during the live 
presentation at the Science in 
Action booth. Visit the Discovery 
Room for interactive exhibits from 
the world of nature. Stop by the 
hands-on art activity for children 
and adults and create a treasure to 
take home. Enjoy the Concert Un- 
der the Stars in Morrison Planetari- 
um. It’s all happening from 5-8 
pm on March 6th. This program is 
sponsored by the Bernard Osher 
Foundation. 
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Calendar of Events 


March 


Traditional Arts, 1 pm 

Free First Wednesday 

Traditional Arts, 1 pm 
13 Members’ Meetings, “Subantarctic,’ 2 & 7:30 pm 
14 Members’ Meeting, 7:30 pm 
16 Traditional Arts, 1 pm 
l/.“Space-Places*-exhibit-eleses 
19 Exploring the Universe lecture 
23 Bay Area Science Fair opens 
23 Traditional Arts, 1 pm 
24 Young Audiences, 1 pm 
30. Traditional Arts, 1 pm 


April 

9 Invention Convention opens 
11 Academy Ball 
16 “Exploring the Universe” lecture 
17 Members’ Open House, 6-9 pm 
18 Members’ Open House, 6-9 pm 
20 “My Tibet” exhibit opens 
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The Academy Store 


Looking for 
solutions on how 
= to grow a garden 
| tes oe with a minimum 
= GARDEN, ‘ ——<_ of water or light? 
‘ The Academy 
Store now offers 
special flower 
seed mixtures 
which were devel- 
oped for low 
water or partial 
shade gardening. 
Each canister 
will cover a 
200-300 sq.ft. 
area and costs 
only $9.95. 


